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How To Find A Father

Paternity MYTHS 
1.  Use of “non-access” documents allows CSE to rule out a legal dad and  pursue an alleged biological dad.

2.  A father’s name on a birth certificate establishes paternity.
3.  Medicaid funds can be used to pay for paternity testing for Medicaid recipients     
4.  The client is our best source of information, so start with the man she names 1st. 
5.  If the judge orders paternity testing after a support order is in place, we have no choice but to do the test.
6.  It is our responsibility to find the identity of the biological father.

Why Does CS Establish Paternity?

To identify:

· the legally responsible father
· who is responsible for supporting a child
Myth # 6 resolved
It is our responsibility to find the identity of the legally responsible father.

How Is Paternity Established?
·    Voluntarily  - by Affidavit of Parentage
·    Judicially -      by Complaint for Paternity
·    Legitimation -  not a CS function
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Father Named on Birth Certificate 
· When Mom gives husband’s name to hospital clerk 
· When parents sign Affidavit of Parentage
· When Clerk of court notifies Vital Records of paternity order 
Always – 
· get a copy of the birth certificate 

· research whether changes made after initial certificate issued

· compare Mom’s statements with document

· determine what allowed father to be named
Myth # 2 resolved
Father’s name on a birth certificate is evidence  of paternity establishment.  

It does not tell you how it was done.
When Do We Establish Paternity ?
· Need to purse support and there is no legally responsible father 
· After putative father’s death, ONLY if paternity action begun prior to death 
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Investigate
· Ask questions

· Collect needed information 

· Consider all potential fathers 
· Compare data for 
· Review documents 
Document  Document  Document 
· Facts
· statements
· ACTS paternity fields (BOW, PAT at Issue, pat disposition) 
Assess 
· Verify information
· Review documents 
· Attorney recommendation
Myth # 4 resolved
Investigate all possible fathers.  Don’t assume.
When Mom Is Married

Marital Presumption  -  if Mom married when child conceived or born, NC law assumes her husband is child’s father
· CS purses husband for support – not paternity of someone else
Husband has right to: 
· accepts responsibility
· challenge presumption of paternity 

· have paternity testing  

Paternity presumption could be ended by:

· order for paternity

· order for support

· separation agreement

· custody order
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Myth # 1 resolved
Signed “non-access” documents are not a legal determination of non-paternity. 
Paternity Testing – Why ?  When ?  Who Pays ?
Why ?
· DNA - most reliable evidence of paternity
· Accepted by courts
· Child’s best interest to know biological father  
When ?
· No paternity order
· No Affidavit of Parentage completed (signed by both parents and not rescinded)
Who Pays ?
· Federal

· County

· NCP
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Myth # 3 resolved
No State funds, including Medicaid funds, are used to pay for paternity testing. 

When the NCP Pays

· Do you want him to pay?
· How can you convince him to pay?
· Is the agreement in writing?
· What if the court orders NCP to pay?
When is Paternity Test Not Appropriate ?
· Paternity voluntarily established 
· Paternity ordered by court

Myth # 5 resolved
When a judge orders paternity testing after paternity / support determined, appeal the order
What is “Paternity Disestablishment”
Senate Bill 203 - An Act Establishing a Process to Set Aside Paternity and Support 
Determinations 

Paternity
· Effective Jan. 1, 2012, 
· Motion alleging paternity was determined on the basis of fraud, duress, mutual mistake or excusable neglect 

· Court orders paternity testing

· Movant pays for testing
· Court may order paternity “disestablished”
Support

· IV-D case - support suspended while motion pending
· Support paid to mother – support not suspended

· Court may order paternity  “disestablished” and support terminated
· Arrears owed at time of motion still due
What to do ?
· Thoroughly evaluate cases for paternity 
· Encourage paternity testing 

· Plan for additional court actions 
· Keep attorneys & judges apprised

PATERNITY TEST COSTS 

MONTHLY COUNTY BILLING PROCESS

Effective July 1, 2011
Billing for paternity testing under the State contract for child support paternity testing is managed using the following process:

1. County submits test sample to lab 
· includes Authorization for Payment of Paternity Test Costs (DSS-4511), that must be original DSS-4511 printed from ACTS (09.03.03)

· no payment is sent to lab by county

2. Lab bills State 
· bill, including Authorization for Payment of Paternity Test Costs for each test, submitted to NCCSE on a monthly basis
3. State pays lab
· NCCSE submits reconciled bill to DHHS Controller for payment

· DHHS pays lab

4. State debits county account for 34% of test costs

· total county costs for the month calculated for EFT draft of county account 
· NCCSE sends billing invoice packet to county – includes copy of lab bill, itemized list of each test charged to the county, total county amount and county share of cost  
5. State receives federal reimbursement of remaining 66% of cost 

6. County reimbursement of county share

A – If NCP paid cost prior to testing

· County receipted and retained payment made by NCP

· No reimbursement made to county for portion of cost paid by NCP

                                                                 - or – 
B –If NCP ordered to repay test costs  

· Order term for NCP to repay test cost to CCO / “AFTB” subaccount created w/county FIPS as payee 
· When payment received from NCP, county reimbursement is shown in EFT  
                                                                 - or – 
                   
C – If NCP did not pay cost prior to testing and was not ordered to repay test costs  

· County absorbs 34% of test cost
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